Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

Ithas survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain, A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired, Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover, 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you, 


Usage guidelines 


Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible, Public domain books belong to the 
publi 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 





and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 


‘We also ask that you: 


+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 


+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 


+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search, Please do not remove it. 





+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a books appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 


About Google Book Search 


Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful, Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 
atfhttp: //books . google.com, 




















eK, 














Cr lye 


ECLECTIC REPERTORY, 


ANALYTICAL REVIEW, 
Medical and Philosophical. 


EDITED BY A SOCIETY OF PHYSICIANS. 


‘Nolla unins disciplinw legibas sdstriti, qujbus in phi- 
losophit necessarid paremus, quid sit in quaque re mazime 
robebile semper requiremas—Cic. 


VOL. Il. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
PUBLISHED BY THOMAS DOBSON, 
AT THE sTewE mouse, wo. 41, souTH SECOND-STAEET. 
‘Fry sod Kammerer, Printers. 
1812. 








iv CONTENTS. 


Inguinal Aneurism cured by tying the External Iliac Artery 
in the Pelvis. By John Syng Dorsey,M.D. -  - 


ORIGINAL REVIEW. 
‘On the Morbid Sensibility of the Eye, commonly called weak- 
ness of sight. By John Stevbridén, 9 - - - - 


Meprcau and PartosorurcaL INTELLIGENCE, = 


Liremary Inrenuicencr, - - - - - = 


NUMBER VI. 


_ SELECTED PAPERS. 
Gri the Staphyloms, Hydiophtalia, and Carcinome ofthe 
Eye. By James Ware, Eq. > = - 

On Stramonium, 

Experiments to prove tat Floids pais Wiectl from the Sem- 
‘mach to the Circulation of the Blood, and from thence firto 
the Cells of the Spleen, the Gall Bladder, and Urinary Biad- 
der, without going through the Thoracic Duet.“By Eversnt 
Home, Esq. - - 

On Gouty Concretions, oF Chalk Stones. ‘By Janaes Moore, 
Begs cook: tates tse sed) cen eh Sa oe 

Means of Preservation from Imminent Danger, - 

Case of Axillary Aneuriam, in which the Subclavian Artery 
was tied behind the Clavicle. By Thomas Ramaden,  - 


ORIGIFAL PAPERS. 

Experiments and Observations on the Ly Vittata. “By 
George $.SchottyM.D. - — - 

‘An Account ofthe ‘Appearances on Dissection of several Sero- 
fulous Subjects, with a few Observations on the Connexion 
between Scrofula and Phthisis Pulmonalis. By Joseph Par- 
mbMD = 2 2 8 eee 


SELECTED REVIEWS. 


Tasty on some ofthe Stages of the Operation of Cutting for 
the Stone. By Charles Brandon Trye, =~ 


mi. 


ug 


114 


129 


196 


204 





vi CONTENTS. 


ORIGINAL PAPERS. 
An Account of « case of Infaiumation of the Vessel, from 
Venesection, which terminated aay ay N. Chapman, 


M.D. - - 360 
‘Annew and expeditious mode of preparing Phorphuret of Lime. 

By Edward Cutbush, M. D. - - - 367 
Bioorarmtcat Sxetew of Dr. Wits, = - = = 370 
Menicat and Purtosorurca InreciicExce, - - 374 
Arreaany Intgtirozwcr, - - ms - - - ‘386 

NUMBER VIII. 


SELECTED PAPERS. 


On the Non-existence of Sugar in the Blood of Persons labour- 
ing under Diabetes Mellitus. In a Letter to Alexander 
Marcet, M. D. F. R. S. from William fee Vales 
M. D. Sec. R. S. oe 393 
History of the fatal Effects from the accidental Use of White 
Lead, in a Letter to the President. By John Deering, Sur- 
geon, F. M. S. with additional eras by ii Shear- 


man.M.D.F.M.S. - - 401 
Experiments on Cantharides. By M. Robiquet, Apothecary, 405 
On the Treatment of Gout, by Mr. Want, ~- - - 414 


‘A Reply to some Observations and Conclusions in a Paper just. 
published in the second volume of the Medico Chirurgical 
Transactions, on the Nature of the Alkaline Mutter contain- 
ed in various Dropsical Fluids, and in the Serum of the 
Blood. By George Pearson, M.D. F.R.S. 9 - = 

Experiments on Muriatic Acid Gas, By J. Murray, Lecturer 
‘on Chemistry, Edinburgh, - = = = - 40 





431 


SELECTED REVIEWS. 


Historical and Surgical Narrative of the Expedition of the 


. Eastern Army in Egypt and Syria. By D. J. Larrey, M. D. 
Heese a eB) ee” pe oO 


CONTENTS. vii 


The Anatomy and Surgical Treatment of Inguinal and Con- 
genital Hernia. By Astley Cooper, F.R.S.  - 
‘The Anatomy and Surgical Treatment of Crural and Umt 
cal Hemia. By the same, —- ek. ate 
‘The Anatomy and Physiology of the Nervous System in gene- 
ral, and of the Brain in particular, with Observations on the 
ibility of discovering the various intellectual and moral 
dispositions of Man and Animals by the figure of their heads. 
By F.J.GallandG. Spurzheim, - - - - 488 








ORIGINAL PAPER. 
On the separation of the colouring matter of the Coccus 
Cacti, or Cochineal, of a Lilac colour, by the Decomposition 
of Acetite of Lead and Sulphate of Zinc, By James Cutbush, 
Professor of Chemistry, &c. in St. John’s College, - 518 


Intetiiczwce Mzpicat and Paitosorarcat, - ++ 52h 


Larmnany Lrmuuomncr, = = = = += 526 





























10 On the Influence of the Nerves in Respiration. 
+ ‘We may, I think, deduce the following propositions from all 
the facts related in this memoir. 

1. Respiration is performed in a natural state, under the in- 
fluence of the brain, conveyed by means of the eighth pair of 
nerves. 

2. The chemical phenomena of respiration are not destroyed 
after the division of these nerves; they only become weaker in 
consequence of the alteration produced in the luags by this di- 
vision. 

3. Animals, on which this operation has been performed, 
consume a less quantity of oxygen, and produce less carbonic 
acid, than in a state of perfect health. 

4, The temperature of the dogs opened in these experiments 
was often above forty degrees of the centigrade thermometer.® 

5. When the nerves of the eighth pair were simply exposed 
to view, the dogs often preserved their natural temperature 
during the first twenty-four hours. 

6. Those, on the contrary, which had the nerves divided, 
were of a much lower temperature some hours after the 
division. 

\ 





A Case of Dysphagia, together with some other unusual Affec- 
tions, supervening an Inflammation of the Lungs, wherein a 
Gum Elastic Tube was advantageously employed as a passage 
to the Stomach. By Epwarp Bartow, M. D. Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, &c. 


From the Medical and Physical Journal, for March, 1808. 

Tr frequently happens in the practice of medicine, that a 
physician’s embarrassment arises, not so much from the paucity 
of his remedies, as from the difficulty of selecting judiciously 
from among the multiplicity which present themselves to his 
choice. On the contrary, it but too often occurs, that every 
means of giving relief are ineffectually exhausted; and that the 
physician is doomed to experience that keen distress, which 
must ever attend the consciousness of inability to avert impen- 


* 104 degrees of Fahrenheit—Ew. 





















































as Refrigeration observed in Animale 


TABLE 
Of the results obtained by exposing different animals toa moist heat, with the 
view of determining the in uence of such heat on their temperature. 




















5 Ree oly 
8 Vex ern an nant teeta se 
i amie os Mick mai 

: Lea fara 

1 Ist Rabbit ; 39” 101.6 

2 |ist Rabbit | 55’ 101.6 

3 ist Rubbit | 52° 105.2 

4 =|ad Rabbit | 55’ 101.6 

5  |2d Rabbit | 57’ 101.6 

6 [2d Rabbit | 55’ 105.2 

7 |Guinea Pig! 56’ 99.9 

8 [2d ditto 55” 101.6 

9 3d ditto 48! 5" 105.2 
10 [4th ditto 5s! 105.2 
11 [Pigeon | 55° 99.9 
12 [Pigeon 40° 105.2 
13 [Pigeon 42" 1074 
14 ist Frog | 73’, 78 
15 [2d Frog | 50° al 

















© X shall offer several remarks on the observations given in this table. 

Besides the experiments whose results are here given, Ihave made several 
others on the accuracy of which I can rely. Their results have always been 
analogous to those contained in the table. 

‘Whatever precaution I took there was always some variation in the tem- 
perature of the apparatus, during the experiment. These variations did not 
usually exceed two degrees, but occasionally for a very short time they ex- 
tended to six degrees. 

‘When uny animal was subjected to several experiments, there was alway 
an interval of twenty-four hours between each. 

‘The thermometers used not moving uniformly, I carefully examined th 
difference, and prepared for each a scale, by which I could reduce toa com- 
‘mon standard the different results furnished by these observations. Though 
in marking the results I have used the tenth of a degree, I do not pretend 
that the observations were always made with this nicety, which I preferred. 
to committing any voluntary mistake. The errors cannot have exceeded more 
than the fourth part of a degree. 

‘The temperature of the animal previous to its introduction into the appa- 
atus frequently offered some slight differences, whose cause I never could 
ascertain. 

It was not easy to determine the temperature of frogs immediately on being 







































































48 , On the Gelatine of the Blood. 


From these experiments I felt myself justified in conelu- 
ding:—First, That when diluted seram is completely deprived 
of albumen, which is proved by its no longer yielding a pre- 
cipitate, upon being boiled with the oxymuriate of mercury, it 
is not affected by the infusion of tan. Secondly, That the ani- 
mal matter contained in serum, which is not coagulated by the 
operation of heat or the oxymuriate of mercury, does not pos 
sess the property of concreting by cold. Whence we may infer, 
in the third place, That that part of the serum which is not 
coagulable by heat does not possess the properties which are 
al to jelly, either physical or chemical. 
ing thus found that the uncoagulable part of the se~ 
not jelly, I was induced, from my ideas of the con- 
stitution of animal fluids, to consider it as consisting of 
mucus. I have not indeed been able unequivocally to es- 
tablish this opinion; for although the water, in which the al- 
bumen had been digested, was very copiously precipitated 
by the acetate of lead, yet it might be conceived that this effect 
was produced by the decomposition of the different saline 
bodies that exist in the blood. I however thought myself ai 
thorized in considering it to be a proper mucus, both from the 
nature of the precipitate produced by the acetate of lead, which 
exhibited the peculiar flaky form, which is indicative of an 
animal or vegetable impregnation, and likewise from observing 
the appearance that it assumed by evaporation. Before I leave 
this part of the subject I may observe, as a confirmation of the 
inferences deduced from my experiments on serum, that I 
have had an opportunity of examining the fluids from a tumor 
on a diseased spine, froma case of hydrocephalus internus, and 
from a hydrocele, and that I could not in any of them detect 
the least trace of jelly. 

Aa the opinion which is entertained, by authors of the first 
respectability, respecting the uncoagulable part of the scrum, 
appears to be incorrect, it. may be thought incumbent upon me 
to point out the circumstances which have contributed to esta- 
blish the erroneous doctrine. In the first place we may observe, 
that a considerable degree of inaccuracy pervades the language 
of even the most correct writers on subjects connected with 


























































































% Case of Intus-eusceptio. 


Ie is not very easily to be conceived, how, in the natural state 
of parts, the peritoneum, which binds down the cecum and 
ascending colon, admitted of their being suddenly removed, 
as in the present case, to the left side into the sigmoid flexure 
of the colon: it is therefore very probable, that there was some 
variety in the mode of application of the peritoneum here, and 
which, if similar to what I once, some years ago, observed in @ 
subject on which I was demonstrating, would readily permit 
such a displacement and might strongly predispose to it. The 
peritoneum was applied in a loose form to the cecum and as 
cending colon, being, as it were, a continuation of the mesen- 
tery: by which these parts were, in some degree, left loose, 
and might easily pass over to the left side. 


ployed with regard to it. I am happy in noticing this coincidence of opinion 
between Dr. Hull and myself, and in furnishing a case which tends so much 
to confirm its necuracy: 


















































On the Climate and Diseases of Madeira. 89 


gree of typhoid debility, from which the chief danger arises. 
‘The submaxillary glands often swell and prove troublesome. 
Hooping-cough is epidemic, and the paroxysms are so violent 
as frequently to terminate in apoplexy. Emetics admtnistered 
in the commencement of the complaint pro ce the most 
benefit. 

An appendix contains a short account of the mineral waters 
in the Portuguese Island of St. Miguel. 

Upon the whole we have been gratified by the perusal of this 
little volume; should a second edition be called for, we hope 
the author will endeavour to make the department allotted to 
the natural history of the island more complete. We cannot 
avoid also remarking, that besides a full page of errata enume- 
rated, various other errors, both of the press and of the editor, 
have escaped correction. 


Vor. IR M 
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An Analysis of the Water of the Sulphur Springs, situa- 
ted in Adams County, Pennsylvania. - 
BY JAMES CUTBUSH, 
Lecturer on Chemistry, Philadelphia. 
‘Tne following experiments were made with the water 
Brought from the spring by Mr. John Greiner, which was 
bottled, corked, and bladdered. 


1, Examination by Reagents. 

Exp. 1. Alcohol of galls did not produce a change, nor did 
prussiate of potash, nor succinate of ammonia. 

2. Muriate, as well as acetite of barytes, produced a preci- 
pitate insoluble in muriatic acid. 

3. Lime water produced no change. 

4, Nitrate of silver gave a white pre 

5. Solution of soap occasioned a turbidness. 

6. Oxalate of potash produced a precipi 

7. Caustic potash gave a white precipitate soluble in muri- 
atic acid. 

8. Carbonate of potash produced a precipitate soluble with 
effervescence in muriatic acid. 

9. Carbonate of ammonia was added to a portion of the 
water; the liquor was then filtered; and phosphate of soda, 
added to the clear liquor, gave a copious precipitate. 

10. Sulphated silver gave a white precipitate. 

‘The hepatic smell, of which the water partakes at the spring, 
‘was enfirely lost by the conveyance; but, an examining the 
earthy matter taken from the bottom of the spring, which Mr. 
G. also brought, evident signs of sulphur in an uncombined 
state were discovered. The experiments already described 
prove the presence of several substances, namely: 

Sulphuric acid, muriatic acid, lime, magnesia. 

Exp. 1. proved the nonexistence of iron. 

2. The presence of sulphuric acid. 

4. The nonexistence of carbonic acid. 

4 The presence of muriatic acid. 











104 Cutbusi?e Analysis of, &c. 


Accordingly I found, that thirty-two grains of the saline 
matter contained 
Sulphate of magnesia, (Epsom salt) 20 
Sulphate of lime, (gypsum) 6 
‘Muriate of soda, (common salt) 4 
Loss, 2 
32 


Or, very nearly, 

‘Magnesia, 1 

Lime, 3 

Sulphuric acid, 12 grains. 
Consequently, 1143+1244=30 grains; or the proportion’ of 
the ingredients, according to experiment, in one pint of the 
water. 

‘The water at the spring, I am informed, is strongly hepatic; 
but in consequence of the carriage, it was entirely lost. Mr. 
Greiner, at the same time, favoured me with the earthy mat- 
ter, said to contain sulphur, obtained from the bottom of the 
spring. On examining it, I found it strongly impregnated; 
for, on exposing it to ignited coals, it emitted a strong 
amell of sulphur. I judge from this phenomenon, and from the 
nature of the water, that sulphur exists in the neighbourhood, 
in union with earthy substances; and on their decomposition, 
no doubt, depends the formation of the sulphates already spo- 
ken of. ’ 

‘When this matter is taken from the spring, it is of a black 
color; but when it becomes dry, the color changes to a dark- 
ish gray. It is said to be useful in herpetic eruptions. 
































14 Case of Inguinal Aneurism. 


fell asleep. The weather, on the day of the operation and 
several days after, was very hot. The mercury of the ther- 
mometer in the patient’s room stood at 86° Fahrenheit. Placed 
between the toes of the aneurismal limb, it rose to 88°; between 
those of the sound limb 90°; at both knees it stood at 92°. His 
pulse was 100 and tense. 

Wednesday 21st, third day after the operation. The sleep 
procured by the anodyne injection continued all night. In the 
fore parg of the day he was easy; but in the evening his pain 
returned with considerable fever. He was bled ten ounces and 
took ten grains of magnesia and as much rhubarb: this with the 
assistance of a clyster, brought away a large quantity of feces 
and flatus, and procured relief of all his pain. The anodyne 
injection was again administered, and he soon aftcr slept His 
pulse 100 and somewhat tense. 

Thursday, fourth day. He slept all night, and was much bet- 
ter; being quite free from pain and fever. His pulse 90. He 
ate some bailed rice with great relish. The wound was exa- 
mined, and it was found that nearly all of it had united: a litde 
healthy pus surrounded the ligature. The limb was four degrees 
colder than the sound one. 

From this time no change of importance occurred until Sun- 
day, 1st Sept. when the ligature came away; viz. on the four- 
teenth day after the operation. In afew days more the wound 
cicatrized, without the occurrence of a single unpleasant symp- 
tom..On the twentieth day after the operation, his nurse being 
absent, he arose from bed and walked across the room, and 
has taken cxercise every day since without inconvenience. The 
tumor in the groin diminishes slowly, and at this time is much 
reduced in size. 

Remarks. The operation of tying up the external iliac 
artery above Poupart’s ligament was first performed by Mr. 
Abernethy, under circumstances in which immediate death 
was the only alternative. He repeated it afterwards in cases of 
aneurism seated so high in the femoral artery as to preclude 
all prospect of a cure by any other means. He performed the 
operation four times. In the first two instances his patients 





» Abernethy’s Surgical Observations 




















120 Medical Intelligence. 


1792 403 1508 1912 
1793 134 1356 2190 
1794 278 1365 R445 
1795 132 987 1700 
1796 265 1327 2297 
1797 134 961 1818 
1798 231 1125 2064 
1799 179 1035 2181 
1800 224 1279 2499 
1801 159 985 2096 
1802 107 825 1928 
1803 1 1158 2438 
1804 123 1011 2224 
1805 a1 968 2389 
1806 | 15 939 2280 
1807 48 1002 2463 
1808 14 1446 3265 
1809 54 —_ 2368 
1810 23 1121 2367 


‘There are perhaps few towns of the same magnitude where 
the beneficial effects of vaccination have been more distinetly 
experienced. None of those jarring opinions which have dis- 
graced other parts of the kingdom, are known in Glasgow. 
‘The profession universally recommend the practice, and the 
people almost as universally receive it. The few deaths by 
small-pox, which have occurred, within these last six years, 
have been exclusively among recent incomers, and the poorest 
and most wretched of the Highlanders and Irish. It appears 
from the records of the Vaccine Institution, that, previous to 
January, 1811, upwards of fourteen thousand five hundred have 
been inoculated gratis—Edin. Four. 








Report of the Surgeons of the Vaccine Institution of Edinburgh, 
1810, 


In reporting to the managers of the Vaccine Institution the 
state of vaccination for 1810, the surgeons have the satisfaction 
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‘These vegetable substances thrown into the stomachs of dogs, 
ats, rabbits, &c. instantly killed them by acting on the nervous 
stem, and producing a compression of the brain: thrown in- 
to the rectum, the same effects were produced. The pulsation 
and heat of the heart, after administering these poisods, were 
maintained for a considerable time by means of artificial res- 
piration, except with tobacco, which instantly destroyed the 
powers of the heart, and arrested the pulsations. One drop af 
the empyreumatic oil of tobacco let fall on the tongue of a cat 
killed her, but did not destroy the pulsation so instantaneouely. 
Mr. Brodie made a great number of experiments with the ve- 
getable poison used by the American Indians to poison their 
arrows, and with nearly similar results. 

‘We learn, that Dr. Rousseau of this city has ascertained by 
a series of original experiments, which were afterwards repeat- 
ed in conjunction with Dr. Samuel Smith, that the effects of 
the effluvia of a variety of deleterious substances are not owing 
to absorption from the lungs into the circulation, but to an ope- 
ration exclusively on the olfactory nerves. We-are promised 
by these ingenious experimentaliets, a communication on this 
subject for the next number of our journal. 

















128 


* A Description of the Arteries of the Human Body, reduced 
to Tables. By Adolphus Murray, M. D. R. and O. Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy and Surgery at Upsal. Translated from 
the original by Archibald Scott. Thomas Dobson, Philad. 


In Press, 


A Treatise on the Process employed by Nature in suppressing 
the Hemorrhage from divided and punctured Arteries; and 
con the use of the Ligature; concluding with’ Observations 
‘on secondary Hemorrhage. The whole deduced from an 
extensive series of Experiments, and illustrated by fifteen 
plates. By L. F. D. Jones, M. D. member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, London. T. Dobson. 

























































































































































180 Means of Preservation from Imminent Danger. 


only men, but women and girls, adopt this method of crossing 
the river, and make the air reecho with their songs while they 
are passing. ° . 

VILL. Mr. Dawtzz+s Invention of a Life Preserver. 

‘The body of the machine, which is double throughout, is 
made of pliable water proof leather, large enough to admit 
its encircling the body of the wearer, whose head is to pass 
between two fixed straps, which rest upon the shoulder; the 
arms of the wearer pass through the spaces on the outside of 
the straps; one on each side, admitting the machine under 
them to encircle the body like « large hollow belt; the strap om 
the lower part of the machine is attached to the back of it, aad. 
by passing betwixt the thighs of the wearer, and buckling, 
holds the machine sufficiently firm to the body, without too 
+h pressure under the arma. The machine being this fixed, 
is inflated with air by the bearer blowing from bis lunge, 
through a cock affixed to the machine, a sufficient quantity of 
air to fill the machine, which air is retained by turning the 
stop-cock. The machine, when filled with air, will displace a 
sufficient quantity of water to prevent four persons from sink~ 
ing under water. 






































1s Case of Ancuriem. 

section, especially since the simple provision I have laid down 
for avoiding the superficial hemorrhage from the veine must 
necessarily secure the operator from the inconvenience of hav- 
ing the wound constantly filled with blood. I am well aware 
that in the present system of operating, the pinching up the skim 
is not held in any estimation; but ss I do not feel myself au- 
thorized, for the sake of exhibiting a semblance of expertmess, 
to do that which will prolong the sufferings of my patient, I 
must acknowledge I am not yet altogether a convert to its total 
eaclunce,?, 

“"eor some farther remarks on this case, and for plates illustrating the 


aneurismal n and the instrument employed in the operation, we refer 
‘to Rameden’s ‘Observations. 



























































































































































264 An Inaugural Dissertation on Mercury. 
of mercury in the cure of syphilis, the testimonies of Dr. Lo- 
cher of the Vienna hospital, of Van Swieten, and of Si J. 
Pringle are quoted. 

As cooperative with the murias hydrargyri, our author says 
that the lignum guaiaci and the radix sarsaparilla seem to claim 
the first notice. 

This mode of treating the disease, we are informed, has 
been attended with the greatest success in the New York state 
prison, hospital, and almshouse, under the superintendence of 
Dr. Hossack; and in those cases in the New York hospital the 
external use of every preparation of mercury was omitted; in- 
stead of them the lunar caustic was occasionglly used. 

In the above analysis our object has been to give aplain and. 
concise summary of a thesis which we think deserving the at- 
tention of practitioners. Notwithstanding we do not mean to 
be considered as embracing all the doctrines it coutains, some 
of which, although supported with considerable ability, are 
in opposition to the greatest medical authorities. 

‘ 











disposition of the body, or on external circumstances; and de- 
monstrates from his own experience, and from that of the 
most eminent practitioners in all ages, that bleeding holds the 
first rank among the remedies opposed te this formidable dis- 
ease. The poblic may expoct the appearance of this work 


before long. 
— 


Dr. Dumas, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at Montpe- 
Fier, having bbeerved that a person subject to epilepsy had the 
paroxysms accelerated by the use of intoxicating liquors, 
directed them with the view of giving a periodical character » 
to the disease, and then gave the emchona with the happiest 
effect, ™ 

-= 

‘The French Chemists have been actively engaged in the 
analysis of animal and vegetable matter: at the head of the list 
we discover the names of Berthollet, Gay-Lussac, Thenard, 
and Vauguelin. Vauquelin observes that the difference be- 
tween common sugar, the sugar of milk, and gum, does not 
merely consist in the presence or absence of azote, but in the 
various proportions of the other elements; to ascertain which 
he has commenced a series of experiments. 
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SELECTED PAPERS. 
Observations and Experiments on Pus. 
By GEORGE PEARSON, M. D. F. R.S.° 
[From Nicholson’s Journal, for 1811.) 

CHEMICAL writers vary in their statements of the pro- 
perties of pus; and they consider, that a farther investigation 
is requisite for the purposes of science. Physicians confess, that, 
in numerous cases, they cannot form a satisfactory judgment 
of the nature of diseases, on account of not bring able to deter= 
mine what is, and what 1s not purulent matter; likewise pro- 
bably, on account of the existence of different kinds, or vari- 
ties, at least, of this substance, afforded lyy different disorders. 

I beg leave, therefore, to submit to this learned society, my 
own observations, experiments and reasoning on this animal 
matter. 





Section I. Simple, and obvious Properties. 
The different kinds of fluid, commonly considered to be 
pus, may be distinguished by the following titles: 
I. The creamlike and equally consistent. 
II. The curdy and unequal in consistence. 
III. The serous and thin kind. 
IV. The thick, viscid or slimy. 





* Philosophical Transactions, for 1810, p. 294. 
Vou. II. 2r 
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ture with adventitious substances; such as the red part of the 
blood, coagula: d lymph, serum, putrefied matter, fibrous and 
membranous masses, calculi, &c.: therefore, I demi it useless 
to describe them. 





Sect. II. Agency of Caloric. 

1. The above kinds of pus coagulated like serum of blood 
into a firm, uniform, soft solid, at the temperature of 165° 
completely; but partially at 160° of Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

2. The decanted limpid fluid from pus, sect. I. II. III. 1V. 
coagulated completely into a firm uniform mass, like serum of 
blood, at 165°, but it became opake and thickened at 160°. 
By pressure of the firm curd thus produced, a watery liquid 
was separated, which on due evaporation did not give a jelly, 
but was coagulable like the decanted liquid just mentioned. 

‘The thick opake matter, after decanting the limpid fluid, 
coagulated as before said, into a firm mass at 165°, 

3. Each of the above four kinds of pus, being evaporated to 
dryness, left in no case less than one: tenth of its original 
weight, or more than one sixth; but most frequently une se- 
venth or one eighth of brittle matter. The smallest proportion 
of residue was left by the 3d, or serous kind; the largest, by 
the 2d or curdy, These residues generally became rather soft, 
especially those of the 3d, or the serous kind, after exposure 
to the air. 

4. The opake part of pus, after separating the limpid uid, 
afforded on evaporation from + to ¥, more of brittle residue, 
than an equal weight of the pus itself; aid it remained hard on 
exposure to the air. The limpid fluid, ‘evaporated to dryness, 
yielded about one tenth of brittle residue, which grew moist, 
and sometimes deliquesced, on exposure to the air. 

5. The brittle residues above mentioned (3), being exposed 
to fire in platina crucibles, flamed for some time, emitting a 
very offensive, pungent, empyreumatic smell; the uninflam- 
mable residue being kept in a state of ignition for a longer 
period, what remained at length was fused readily from the 
serous, viz. the third kind of pus; but in the cases of the other 
exsiccated residues of the Ist, 2d, and 4th kinds of pus, they 
barely were melted, or only became soft and claggy. The 
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under the microscope, and remained so, although coagulated 
by nitrate of silver; by infusion of gall nuts by alcohol; and 
supersulphate of alumina—with mariate of ammonia, nitrate 
of potash, and other neutral salts, and with curbonate of pot- 
ash, it produced a viscid semitransparent mass like expecto- 
rated half transparent matter—exposed to ‘fire in a platina 
crucible, it was inflamed, but did not omit an offensive smell, 
and after continuing the ignition, the residue was a particle of 
half fused matter, not amounting to qgg of the pus after ablu- 
tion, nor above z1, of the same matter exsiccated; it consisted 
of phosphate of lime and vitrified matter—no ammonia was 
perceivable, on mixing lime with this washed pus; nor muriatic 
acid on adding sulphuric acid.” 

2. (a) A teaspoonful of the creamlite pus, being acitated in 
half a pint of distilled water, produced a milky fluid, with a 
number of small curdy particles suspended, but very few leafy 
or fibrous pieces or clo 

(© The serous pus being treated as just mentioned (a), the 
same appearances ensued. 

(©) The curdy pur being agitated in the same manner in 
water, a number of clots, leafy, and fibrous masses, were seen 
suspended among fine small curdy particles in a pearly liquid. 

(@) The viscid pus being tveated as just said, it required 
long continued and violent agitation, to diffuse it through the 
water, and then the appearances were as last described. 

3. Pus of any kind, after boiling in twenty times its quantity 
of water, was quite as globular under the microscope as pre- 
viously. With a smaller proportion of water, the mixture be- 
came very turbid, sometimes clots were formed in a pearl 
liquid, in which a fine sediment took place, which appeared 
much more globular than the clots.or curdy masses. 

4. In general, water in which pus has been agitated remains 
somewhat milky, with an abundant close white sediment; but 
after two, or three, or more ablutions, the water becomes clear 
on standing, and the sediment more curdy. 














Sect. IV. Agency of Alcohol of Wine. 
‘The different kinds of exsiccated pus exposed to the agency 
of this menstruum, and treated as described in a former paper, 
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Extract of a letter from Dr. Seaman, of New York, to one of 
* the Editora, dated 2d mo. 2d, 1812. 

“We have had a pretty full opportunity in our hospital of 
testing the efficacy of the muriate of gold, as a remedy in 
syphilis, according to the recommendation of Dr. Chrestien; 
and it really appears to be a valuable discovery. Many cases 
have been cured by it alone, and apparently as readily and ef- 
fectually as by mercury, while it produces no disagreeable or 
dangerous effects upon the system; no evident operation upon” 
the secretions, excepting the increased discharge of urine, and 
this does not take place uniformly. In a great proportion of the 
cases it seems to act like a charm, its only evident effect being 
that of curing the disease.” 

ar) 
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Statement of Deaths continued, 
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PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


‘Thomas Dobson has.in Press, 
The History of North Carolina. iBy Hugh Williamson, M. 
D.L.L.D. 


Also, preparing for Publication, 
Cavallo’s Elements of Natural Philosophy. Condensed and: 
improved by the Rev. Mr. Brosius. 


A. Finley has in prese, 

Corvisart on the organic diseases and lesions of the Heart and 
large Vessels. gvo. It will be published about the 1st of 
May. ‘ 

Charles Bell’s Engravings of the Arteries, illustrating the ana~ 
tomy of the human body, and serving-as an introduction to 
the surgery of the arteries; embellished with fourteen fins’ 
engravings. Subscription price five dollars. 
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Tux Editors of the Eclectic Repertory have observed with 
satisfaction, that selected matter from the most approved Euro- 
pean publications, has been timely furaished them to carry on 
the work hitherto. And as, by late arrangements, they axpect 
tobe regularly supplied with the most interesting Medical 
Journals and Reviews of Great Britain and the Continent of 
Europe, they can safely promise a continuation of interesting 
matter, and regularity of publication. 

But as part of their plan embraces original papers, they take 
the present occasion of solicitirig such dtsistance in this way 
‘as will enhance the value of the work; and particularly request 
any notices of the climate and-diseases of different parts of our 
country, and of the many medicinal waters which abound in 
the United States. 

‘Communications of the above nature may be forwarded to 
‘Thomas Dotson, the publisher, No. 41, South Second street, 
Philadelphia. 
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